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Some close Reagan aides

expressing sharp di
ther Mr, Shultz or Mr, Weinberger

WASHINGTON (AP} — Some of
President Reagan's moet trusted
pnstandpxucntadvuenmwork-
ing in extraordinary fashion to
stress thelr opposition to the secret
arms sale to lran, even as their boss
mounts a stout defense of his contro-
versial policy.

Former National Security Adviser
Robert C. McFariane, having admit-
ted Wednesday that “it was a mis-
take" to sell arma to Iran, added yes-
terday in a statement issued by his

“As a senior adviser to the prest-
dent. | should have anticipated this
potential outcome: the failure to do
0 ts a sertous error in judg-
ment for which I accept full respon-
sibllity.”

In the statement, Mr. McFarlane
said the arms deal was a mistake
because of the resulting “turmoil
that can have a very damaging effect
onmeablntyofourcmntrytolend.”

Mr. McFariane was a member of
the administration when the decl-
sion was made to seek a fresh begin-

ning with Iran, but he had left the
government by the ume he accom-
a planeioad of supplies to
Tehran. According to The Washing-
ton Post, he undertook that mission
at the request of Vice Adm. John M.
Poindexter, his successor at the Na-
ttonal Security Council.’
Secretary of State George P.
Shultz and Secretary of Defense
Caspar W. Weinberger both have
made known their opposttion to the

J. Casey al7
ccording

tact with officlals be-

feved to be moderates within the
iranian government.
" "But there have also been conflict-
ing printed reports of Mr. Casey's
position on the policy, as well as on
the role of the CIA in the operation.
Mr. Casey has not yet m ade his
feelings known in the manner of ei-

T
and with the conflicting impressions
! h diet of news stories.
it_may never be possible to deter-
mine who opposed the lan or how
much they kn as It unfolded.
~The eﬁon by several top-level of-
ficials to distance themselves from a
presidentjal decision with which
they di is not unprecedented
in the Reagan administration.

Mr. Shultz once threatened to re-
sign if required to take a polygraph
test. and former budget director Da-
vid A. Stockman frequently let it be
known through his aides that he
wished the president would accede
{0 a tax increase.

But rarely, if ever, has the presi-
dent been confronted with such
clear opposition from so many quar-
ters of his own administration, to
the extent that he addressed the is-
sue in an opening statement at

‘Wednesday night's news confer-

ence.

“This undertaking was a matter
of considerable debate within ad-
ministration circles. . . . Several top
advisers opposed the sale of even a
modest shipment of defensive weap-
ons and spare parts to lran. Others
felt no progress could be made with-
out this sale,” he said.

Mr. Shultz was the senior official
who aired his disagreement most
publicly. In an extraordinary televi-
sion interview
satd Mr. Reagan's decision to ship
arms to Iran was a subject for de-
bate. “When you get elected presi-
dent. that's one of the things you get
the right to do, to make decisions of
that kind,” he said in a scarcely dis-

criticism.

The next night, Mr. Shultz made
clear to reporters his distress that
the operation had been carried out
by White House officials. with the
State Department excluded. He said
a secret operation circumvents the
“checks and balances” within the
government, as well as its “exper-
. Mr. Weinberger's opposition was
made known in detail Wednesday by
a source who said the secretary
thought the idea of developing new
ties with Iran was “absurd,” and
akin to “inviting [Libyan leader
Muammar el] Kadafl over for a cozy
lunch.” -

In public. Mr. Weinberger said
Wednesday that Mr. Reagan’s at-
tempt to change the policies of the
Iranian government were “well-justi-

Sunday with CBS. he -

ssent

fled.” But the source who discussed
the secretary’s opposition to the plan
said that Mr. Weinberger was “too
loyal” a Cabinet officer to discuss his
dissent in public — an obvious at-
tempt to distinguish between Mr.
Weinberger's approach and the one
taken by Mr. Shultz.

This source added that the Irani-
an policy was largely the work of Mr.
McFariane. “If you're looking for a
culprit in this who led the policy
down an alley, it would be" the for-

- mer national security council advis-
er, this source said.

But Mr. McFariane, in the Wash-
ington Post interview, said he be-
lieved the administration made a
“mistake” in selling arms. “1 think it
was a sensible policy to have a politi-
cal dialogue with reformist people in

Iran.” he said. “I think it was a mis-
take to introduce any element of
arms transfers into it.”

I? Meanwhile, Sen. David Duren-
berger, R-Minn., said a group of the
president's friends has been work-
ing to help retrieve the situation.

“The president’s best frtends, a
council of wise men, have over the
last 10 days been working very hard
to deal with the lack of politics {polit-
ical expertise] in the White House.
Mr. Durenberger said.

He said the purpose has been “to
see how the decision-making pro-
cess and the approval of the people
of the administration can be main-
tained.”
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